SUMMARY Ofexamined patients in medical practice in this study 12-3% presented with neurological disease or health problems involving neurological questions or approach. In acute cases neurological problems (15.5%), occurred more often than in chronic ones. This high neurological workload in general practice has to be taken seriously into consideration in undergraduate and postgraduate medical training.
There has been much discussion and debate on the role of neurology and the proper number and type of neurologists in medical practice.`'8 The need to learn more about the neurological content of different aspects of internal medical practice has often been stressed.
We present a study which tries to explore prospectively the ratio of neurological diseases or health problems posing neurologic questions, in chronic and acute medical cases.
Material and methods
We used three different sources of patient: (a) National rural health offices or centres (NRHO, NRHC) The neurological content ofgeneral practice low back pain and sciatica were the most often recorded health problems.
Discussion
Of examined patients in rural and urban primary medical practice in this study 10-7% presented with neurological disease or symptoms which needed a neurological enquiry and approach. In a similar study in Nova Scotia9 approximately 10% of cases had presented with symptoms suggesting neurological problems. In Virginia in 197610 7% of examined patients had neurological problems while in a more recent study in 1986" neurological questions were addressed in 9% of patient visits. In acute adult patients examined in emergency out patient medical departments of this study the percentage of neurological disease or symptoms was higher (15-5%).
Undergraduate medical curriculum planners and determinators those responsible for training of generalist internists must take seriously into account the above remarkable neurological workload of general practice. A short period of training in regional neurological departments (for example 6 months) for internists and generalists might increase their ability to cope with neurological symptoms and problems in their practice. Headache, back pain, vertigo, function disturbances, cerebrovascular accidents, which were the more common neurologic problems in our study 
